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THE FOUNDING INSPIRATION FOR SACRED HOOP MAGAZINE IN 1993

“Then I was standing on the highest mountain of them all,
and around and about me was the whole hoop of the world... 
I was seeing in a sacred manner the shapes of all things in the
spirit and the shapes of all shapes as they must live together
like one being.  And I saw that the Sacred Hoop of my people
was one of many hoops that made one circle, wide as daylight

and as starlight and in the centre grew one almighty
flowering tree to shelter all the children of one Mother

and one Father, and I saw that it was holy.”
(From the vision of Nicholas Black Elk Lakota Holy Man: 1863 - 1950)

Welcome to issue 116 of Sacred Hoop
Magazine. I hope you’re doing OK in a
seemingly ever-increasingly insane world.
Ukraine and Death are the main focuses of
this issue, although I swear, as normal, I
didnt plan that. Issues evolve by
themselves, and the spirits bring articles and themes, although I
have to admit that I find the mix this time somewhat ironic.

It has been a joy to look at some of the ancient magical healing
traditions of Ukraine and include them in the issue, but despite
reducing the number of pages devoted to Reviews, and our
‘People on the Path’ events pages too, this time, I ran out of
space, so I think we may be visiting Ukraine again next time.

And psychopomp traditions - work connected to the spirits of the
dead - is a big feature this time too; traditions from Tibet to Ancient
Greece to the Salish of North America. For this, I also increased
the number of the magazine’s pages again, to allow the
republishing of an article about a Salish Spirit Canoe journey to the
Land of the Dead, an article from the Sacred Hoop article archive.

Republishing past articles is seemingly becoming a ‘thing’ in the
magazine, so look out for other articles from long ago in future
issues. Having now produced 116 issues, over a 29 year publishing
history, Hoop has a fantastic library of interesting previous articles,
which it is sometimes nice to shine the light of day on again.

And on that theme, Hoop is now producing a series of full
colour paperback annuals, four issues - one whole year - all the
articles - in a proper book. There are three of these annuals
currently available, and a lot more - going back in time to earlier
issues - in the pipeline. See the advert in this issue.

So, I hope you enjoy this issue of Sacred Hoop, and hope it
gives you some good food for thought. May you be safe, may you
be healthy, may you have all you need, may you be warm - or cool
if you need to be -  may you have food for your bellies and the
bellies of your loved ones, and may you have the means to provide
those things for yourself... for we live in troubled times.

Blessings to all Beings
Nicholas Breeze Wood
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Regarding the Next Issue of Sacred Hoop
The editor will be on an expedition to Western Mongolia in late August
and early September 2022; the time issue 117 is due to be published,

so that issue will either be published slightly early or slightly later

than usual, depending on how things work out.


